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ambition by the guarantee of the sovereigns who still
veign in Europe. I respect the sovereigns of Europe,
and might confide, perhaps, in the sincerity of some of them,
at the moment in which they should contract the loose,
undefined, and always illusory engagement called a
guarantee to the arrangements made between two other
Powers. But who shall promise to this assurance, even
such as it is, the stability due to an interest so groat and so
permanent as that which we are considering ? The Power
on which we might securely rest to-day, for the pro-
tection and even the custody of Malta, is to-morrow, perhaps,
engaged in some new or revived quarrel with this country,
in some new or revived confederacy with France, io cut up
our power by the roots, to shake the very pillars and founda-
tions of our empire. What, then, becomes of Malta? . , .

'But, my lords, if the provision made for the independence
of Malta was insufficient at the date of the treaty, it is be-
come yet more impossible to provide for the same object
now. What is the foundation of our solicitude concerning
Malta ? It is an apprehension that the possession of that
island would facilitate the projects of the French govern-
ment, first against Egypt, then against our possessions in
India. But against these ulterior dangers we possessed,
at the date of the treaty, several securities apart from thqso
of the tenth article. First, the just and moderate diameter,
and pacific and friendly disposition, of the Frtmch Consular
government; next the express renunciation of the par-
ticular designs upon Egypt falsely imputed by prejudice and
malice to that government. , . .

i We now learn from JOf.'s declaration that the Con*
su'lar government has been discovered to have some share
of ambition, and that it has even fallen off from its affection
for England. We learn also that, instead of renouncing
the views on Egypt and India which the First Consul had
forsworn at Amiens, an official avowal lias been made oi